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The Holy Spirit Gathers Us as the People of God 
GATHERING MUSIC  
 

WELCOME  

We gather together to worship the One who is always with us.  We come together as a church who has walked at 

one time or another through the dark wood.  During this time of Lent, we will be reassured that in these dark 

times, God was with us and perhaps find God’s light; even within the darkness. And as we come together, our 

hearts are expanded. We remember that the heavens declare God’s praise as the sun rises and light multiplies. 

And we witness that all of nature (including us) yearns to reach and expand toward the Light so that all might 

know joy.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

We are invited to sit or kneel. 
 

CONFESSING RACISM: A LAMENT FOR THE CHURCH 
 

As church, we confess the sin of racism and condemn racist rhetoric and the ideology of white supremacy.  God 

have mercy.  God, have mercy. 
 

As church, we confess, repent, and repudiate the times when this church has been silent in the face of racial 

injustice.  God, have mercy.  God, have mercy. 
 

Racism is deeply ingrained within the ELCA, a predominantly white church.  It is deeply embedded within the 

individual congregations whose members continue to foster stereotypes and support policies that actively hurt 

people of color.  God, have mercy.  God, have mercy. 
 

As church, we declare that the enslavement of black bodies and the removal on indigenous peoples established 

racism in the United States, a truth this nation and this church have yet to fully embrace.  God, have mercy.  God 

have mercy. 
 

Rooted in slavery, racism is manifested through the history of Jim Crow policies, racial segregation, the terror of 

lynching, extrajudicial killings by law enforcement, and the disproportionate incarceration of people of color.  

God, have mercy.  God, have mercy. 
 

As church, we lament the institutional racism of discriminatory treatment within the call process; inequitable 

compensation of clergy of color; racial segregation; divestment from black communities and congregation; 

systemic policies and organizational practices; and a failure to fully include the gifts of leadership and worship 

styles of black people, indigenous people, and people of color.  God, have mercy.  God have mercy. 
 

Confessions are empty promises without meaningful action—actions that are grounded in prayer, education, and 

soul-searching repentance.  The sin of racism separates us from one another.  Though we trust that we are 

reconciled to God through Christ’s death and resurrection, we see such life-giving reconciliation with one another.  

As we repent, let us not turn back to ideologies that promote white supremacy.  We trust that God can make all 

things new.  Amen. 

 

GATHERING PRAYER 

Please pray with me. 

God of heaven and earth, before the foundation of the universe and the beginning of time you are the triune 

God: Author of creation, eternal Word of salvation, life-giving Spirit of wisdom. Guide us to all truth by 

your Spirit, that we may proclaim all that Christ has revealed and rejoice in the glory he shares with us. 

Glory and praise to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

 



3 

 

GATHERING HYMN                         Come, Join the Dance of Trinity 
 

 

 
 
 
 

We Hear the Word of God 
CHILDREN’S CHAT 

As the children come forward, we are invited to sing…  
 

 The B-I-B-L-E 

 Yes that's the book for me. 

 I stand alone on the Word of God  

 The B-I-B-L-E. 
 

As the children return to their seats, we are invited to sing, again… 
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Reception of God’s Word 
As we open to receive the Word and interpret its meaning for our lives, we connect to the depths of our being 

where the Spirit leads us through the dark wood. We have only to trust. 
 

THE FIRST READING                             2 Corinthians 13:11-13                                          Assisting Minister 

[Paul writes:] 11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one 

another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12Greet one another with a holy kiss. All 

the saints greet you. 

  13The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of 

you. 
 

Following the reading: The Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 

We are invited to stand. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

 

THE GOSPEL READING                             Matthew 28:16-20 
 

The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th chapter. Glory to you, O LORD. 
 

16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17When they saw 

him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. 

And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 

Following the reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

We are invited to be seated. 
 

SERMON                                                                                                                             Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
 

We are invited to stand. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                  Canticle of the Turning 

This song helps us further engage with the message of the sermon. 
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OUR PUBLIC BELIEF STATEMENT                                                                                    

Let us confess before God and one another our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER, MEDITATION AND REFLECTION 

We are invited to pray, reflect and meditate on what we have heard, seen, and experienced thus far and prepare 

our hearts and minds to receive the gift of Christ in Holy Communion.  As we begin, we call upon God through a 

Song of Meditation/Reflection (below). 

 

 
 

 

We are invited to kneel or sit.   

 

PRAYERS 

Gathered into the mystery of the Trinity, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of God’s creation. 
 

Following each petition, we are invited to respond:        Lord in your mercy…         …Hear our prayer. 
 

We are invited to stand. 
 

THE THANK-OFFERING IS PRESENTED  
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We Share in an Agape Meal 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   

We pray over the offering that has been sent to the church by mail or electronically.  

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised 

us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.    

 

AGAPE MEAL  

Please pray with me. 

Holy Comforter, we gather in your name, invited by Jesus and bound together with your Spirit. Through the love 

we feel from God and one another in this meal, strengthen our resolve, keep our hearts and minds positive, and 

help us be patient until that day when we will emerge into a new life. Surround us each and every day with your 

comforting presence so we can comfort others. Bless this food and break open our hearts. Bless this drink and 

pour out your love. Amen. 

 

It is because we know the agape love of God and trust that God is always near, we are able to sing… 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray; 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread; 

   and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

   and lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, 

   forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE AGAPE MEAL IS SERVED 

Pastor Sami will direct us when to eat and drink. 
 

FINAL TABLE PRAYER 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In 

your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 

sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

We Are Sent as Christ’s Representatives in the World 
 

A PRAYER FOR THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT AMONG THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you provide in times of 

uncertainty and loss.   

Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 

Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 

a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and 

grow in the Spirit. 

Wherever and however we gather, 

unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission,  

that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING            

A prayer asking for God's support, guidance, and blessings in and on our lives before we leave this holy space to 

take God's word out into the world as followers of Jesus Christ.   
 

Receive the blessing. 

The holy Three, the holy One 

increase your hope, 

strengthen your faith, 

deepen you love, 

and ☩ grant you peace. 

Amen. 
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SENDING SONG                                   Eternal Father, Strong to Save 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
Being cleansed and forgiven, having heard the word of God, being fed with God's love we are sent out into the world. We 

are encouraged to proclaim with joy... 
 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to 

no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and 

serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Thanks be to God. 

 


